In the name of the Father and of the *}- Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Versicles

Listen to my prayer, O God, do not ignore my plea;
hear me and answer me.

Evening, morning, and noon
I cry out in distress, and He hears my voice.

Cast your cares on the Lord and He will sustain you;
He will never let the righteous fall.

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.

Reading Psalm 120

1In my distress | called to the Lorp,
and he answered me.
2Deliver me, O LoRbD,
from lying lips,
from a deceitful tongue.
3What shall be given to you,
and what more shall be done to you,
you deceitful tongue?
4A warrior’s sharp arrows,
with glowing coals of the broom tree!
5Woe to me, that | sojourn in Meshech,
that | dwell among the tents of Kedar!
6Too long have | had my dwelling
among those who hate peace.
7l am for peace,
but when | speak, they are for war!

Reading Mark 9:33-50

33And they came to Capernaum. And when he was in the house he asked them, “What were you discussing on the way?” 34But they kept
silent, for on the way they had argued with one another about who was the greatest. 3>And he sat down and called the twelve. And he said to
them, “If anyone would be first, he must be last of all and servant of all.” 36And he took a child and put him in the midst of them, and taking him
in his arms, he said to them, 37“Whoever receives one such child in my name receives me, and whoever receives me, receives not me but him
who sent me.”

38John said to him, “Teacher, we saw someone casting out demons in your name, and we tried to stop him, because he was not following us.”
39But Jesus said, “Do not stop him, for no one who does a mighty work in my name will be able soon afterward to speak evil of me. 4%For the one
who is not against us is for us. 4For truly, | say to you, whoever gives you a cup of water to drink because you belong to Christ will by no means
lose his reward.

42“\Whoever causes one of these little ones who believe in me to sin, it would be better for him if a great millstone were hung around his neck
and he were thrown into the sea. 43And if your hand causes you to sin, cut it off. It is better for you to enter life crippled than with two hands to
go to hell, to the unquenchable fire. 4>And if your foot causes you to sin, cut it off. It is better for you to enter life lame than with two feet to be
thrown into hell. 47And if your eye causes you to sin, tear it out. It is better for you to enter the kingdom of God with one eye than with two eyes
to be thrown into hell, *¢‘where their worm does not die and the fire is not quenched.” 4°For everyone will be salted with fire. 59Salt is good, but if
the salt has lost its saltiness, how will you make it salty again? Have salt in yourselves, and be at peace with one another.”

Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom



and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

Prayer

Lord Jesus Christ, giver and perfecter of our faith, we thank and praise You for continuing among us the preaching of Your Gospel for our
instruction and edification. Send Your blessing upon the Word, which has been spoken to us, and by Your Holy Spirit increase our saving
knowledge of You, that day by day we may be strengthened in the divine truth and remain steadfast in Your grace. Give us strength to fight the
good fight and by faith to overcome all the temptations of Satan, the flesh, and the world so that we may finally receive the salvation of our
souls; for You live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

Prayer

Almighty God, heavenly Father, give us grace to trust You during this time of illness and distress. In mercy put an end to the epidemic that afflicts
us. Grant relief to those who suffer, and comfort all that mourn. Sustain all medical personnel in their labors, and cause Your people ever to
serve You in righteousness and holiness; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.

Blessed Lord Jesus Christ, at this hour You hung upon the cross, stretching out Your loving arms to embrace the world in Your
death. Grant that all people of the earth may look to You and see their salvation; for Your mercy’s sake we pray.
Amen.

Benediction (Aaronic)

(P} The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and I+ give you peace.
Amen.
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